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62% of British Jews say 'fee/ing Par?‘ of the Jewis
Peolo/e' is ve‘ry impor*amt to their Jewish Iiden*/'fy ' )

Three out of four Jews in the UK
feel emoﬁona//y attached to lsrael

Over 23000 /sme/i—born Peop/e
live in the UK foday
——- e s 100 8



According to the latest UK Census, an
estimated 3/3,000 peolp/e in the UK
ic/en'fi@ as Jewish, accoumting for close
to 0.5% of the total Polgu/aﬁon of the
coumtry. Near/y half of all Jewish
households (L4 T7) are not affiliated to a
synagogue of any kind, while the
remainder are divided across the

denominational spec*rum»‘ Central

Orthodox (2717), Progressive (16%) and
S*ric'f/_(j Orthodox (107%).

On/y about a third of Brifish Jews say
H;ey believe in God as described in the

. g B/b/e o abomL 7%2 same rmte as among

; < Eurolnean Jews in genem/. S?L/// fwo out

of three (65%) British Jews who don't
believe in God say Hve_(j attend
synagogue at least on the ngh HO/‘Lj

’ : DGHS 07[ EOSh Hashana GVWI yOWl KIPFMI"

- j oma/ 'non-be//'evers' ma/ee Mf) more Hmn

bolf of i d—up synagogue members.
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In our most recent survey, 89% of
British Jews said *hey had parﬁcipa*ea]
in at least one Chanukah cand/e—/igh'fing
ceremony in 202%. This level of
engagemen* makes Chanukah the most
marked festival in the annual calendar
of the UK Jewish communi*y. And even
*hough Jews are s/igH/y less /i/ee/y fo
observe this Chanukah tradition as 7%29
ge?‘ o/der, it attracts British Jews
across all age groups, denominations and

levels of re/igiosh‘y

Jewish ia’en*i*y Is muHi—face?‘ea’, and
different *Hlpes of Jews *yp/ca//y
understand it in different ways.

Yet most — a,n’proaching nine in fen —

believe that fee/ing Ipar* of the wider
collective of the Jewish Peolp/e is either
'very imlpor*anf' (627%) or 'fair/‘tj
impor*amv (26%) to them when 7%2_(1
think of what makes up their

Jewishness.

In the UK, near/_zj four in five married
Jews are married to another Jew —
comlnarea/ *ojus* over half of
American Jews, about a third of Jews
in Russia and under a aluamter of Jews
/ivin_q in Poland. Qverall, about a
quar*er of all married Jews around
the world are married 1o non-Jews,

but there's a clear distinction between

the situation in Israel _(/'us* 5%) and
the Diaspora (427).

The Chanukah sfory is very much linked
to this hisfory of the Jewish Peolp/e in
the land of Israel Three in four British
Jews say H:ey feel either 'very
attached (497) or ‘somewhat attached
(267) 1o Israel 7Loa/ay, and about a third
(6L4+7) say it is an imlpor*an* InanL of
their Jewish idem‘i'fy. Four in five see
Israel as the ancestral. homeland of the

Jewish Peolp/e, and sulnlpoﬂt [srael's ri_qH
fo exist as a Jewish State.

Whilst 28% of all British Jews have a
Christmas tree at home at least
someﬁmes, there are moy'or distinctions by
fami/_(j circumstances. Just 4% of in-
married coup/es have one at home every
year, comlpared to U5% of out-married

couln/es Yet near/y a %uar%er of Jews in
the UK have both a Christmas tree at

home and Ilgh'lt Chanu/eah cana//es, a* /eas'f

some years,

Over 300,000 Israel-born peop/e live
outside Israel 'foa/ay, and about 157 of
them live in the UK ma/eing it the
four*h—/arges* ex—lnmt Israeli communi*g
in the world (after the US, Canada, and
Germany). The ex-PmL Israeli popu/mtion
in the UK has near/y doubled over the
/oas* 'fwen*y years, and *oday ex-/omL
Israeli families make up 8% of the entire
British Jewish polpu/aﬁon.
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