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% of adult Jews in the UK attend at

least one cand/e—//ghﬁng ceremony
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world are infermarried. but there's a

Near/y 16 million Ipeolp/e around the world 28% of adult Jews in the UK say Hmy
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/ se/f—iden*hfy as Jews 7Loday, ma/eing up
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clear distinction between the situation in
Israel (5%) and the Diaspora (427%).
In Eurolpe and the US, [n%ermarriage is

during Chanu/mh, ei?%er ﬂ?t home or some Hears T blﬂt 7%2 resu/*s Vﬂly across

the communify, While almost no Orthodox
Jews repor+ having a Christmas tree at

elsewhere (which is about the same

’* /sme/, another 6.3 million reside in the
y® US, and Euro/ue is home fo over [.3
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million, with France (4138,500) and the
UK (313,000 /eaa/ing the list there.

) @ Other countries with a significaﬁ

Iprolporﬁon of British Jews who attend a
Passover seder). This makes Chanukah

one of the most significan* weeks in the

most Ipreva/em‘ among Jews io/en*i@ing
as secular or Just Jewish’, a/#nough the

American Jewish communﬂy — offen

home, over half of 'non—pracﬁsinj Jews

say Hme}j have one, and Jews who ia/enﬁfy

Jewish calendar. However, while four in as Reform or Pragressive’ are almost

five Jews WhO are marr[ea/ '/'0 ano'fher

Jewish communh‘y are Canada

(L00,000), Argen*ina (I70.000), Russia
(123,000), Australia (II1,000), and South
Africa 9'145* under 50.000) .

Even kugh an/-cj a third of Eurolpean
Jews say 'be/ieving in God is a nvery
impor)‘an*u Ipar)‘ of their Jewishness,
4% of them attend a Passover seder
most or all years, and near/‘(, half /lgH
candles most Fria/ay nigh*s. In the UK
OH/‘Lj a third of Jews say Hyey believe in
God, as described in the Bible. Still two
out of three (65%) British Jews who
don't believe in God attend synagogue, at
least on the ngh HO/‘Lj Days of Rosh
Hashana and Yom Kippur, and 'non-
believers” make up more than half of
fmid—up synagogue members. It seems

Jews are comfortable being Jewish
without be/ieving in God.

Jew attend a cand/e—/lghﬁng ceremony
each year, on/g 367 of Jews who are
married to someone not Jewish do so —
a smaller Iprolporﬁon than the 457 of
them who have a Christmas free at

home.

A recent JPR study undertaken for the

Ewopean Commission found that over

{OMF ﬁmes as many research reluomls on

Jewish life were /aub/ished between
. 2010-20 than in 1990-2000. The good

 news is that this trend confinues, so it

is /i/ee/y that we will see the record from
the Previous decade smashed again. The

no*-so-good news is that the field of
comtemporarg Jewish Studies in Europe

' has an increas/ng/‘(j a/islprolporfianafe

focus on antisemitism and the Holocaust,
and a comlmraﬁve lack of focus on

*opics such as Jewish education, culture,

i ia/em‘i*y and a/ema_qmphy.

characterised as having high levels of
imtermarriage at around 457 for the
communi*y as a whole - is achm//y fair/y
average in the context of the Jewish

Dmslnom as a whole.

For over a decade, the Office for
National Statistics has been assessing

the mental we//being of the coun*ry's
Popu/a*ion. JPR started ref;/icaﬁng their
alulpraach a/uring the Covid-19 Ipandemic
and found that anxie*y levels among
British Jews have been cansis*enf/y
higher than the national average in
recent years. The anxie?‘y measures we
recorded for Jews in 2024 were the
highem‘ we have seen so far 3.8 on a
scale of 0 (low anxie@) 10 10 (high). So,
if You are fee/ing more anxious than
usual this year, know at least that You

are far fram a/ona

four tfimes as /i/ee/}j to have a Christmas
tree than Jews iden'fi@ing as
Traditional . Near/y a tiuaﬁer of Jews in
the UK both /lgH Chanukah candles and
have a Christmas tree, at least some

years

It seems that cammuni*g involvement is
good for us our data sugges* that the
more a Jewish person is attached to the
Jewish communi@, the more /i/ee/y *hey

= are fo repoﬂL higher levels of halpluiness

and satisfaction in life. Given the
significan* mental health crisis gaing on
*oday that par*icu/ar/y atfects young
Ipeap/e, it seems that communi*y
organisaﬁons could p/ay a more
deliberate role in he//ning fo offset some

07( *hese cha”enges and loecome more

3 significan* mechanisms in assisfing

g Feop/e 7L0 become PMF'IL 07[ SMPFOI"‘HVZ

communa/ ne*wor/es,




